Tight, and my. ‘duty cheerfully to aequiesce, 
~months, it was expected that I should unite with the church; but alas! ere this 


TO 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 


For the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


Drar BRETHREN ANP Sisters ty Curist,—I consider it not only a duty, but a 
privilege, to speak of the great goodness of God, toward one of the most un worthy 
of his children. some months past, L-bave enjoyed that. peace in believing, 


_ that deliverance from the bondage of sin, which T once su; pposed could not be en-— 


joyed in this life. My highest expectations are more than realized. and I am fully 


convinced from scripture and my own experience, that “this is his will; even our 


sanctification,” 


In the year 182), during a revival.of religion j in my native place, | ws awakened 


“to see my danger while out of Christ, and-en: ible d to lay hold on the hope set be- 


fore mein the gospel. Christians seeme very pear,and L ‘elt it would be a privi- | 


lege, publicly: to unite with the: people of God, thus placing myself. under the watch 
and care of the church, WwW hich, felt needed, bei ing young in years, as well. 


as in Christian experience. I spoke of my fe eines to our pastor, W ho, in accord- 


ance with the customs of the churéh, 
elapse, previous. o my making a public profcosiyu T was much grieved, that I 


“must for a while" remain out of the pale of the church; bat believed it perfectly 
At the exviration of some four or five 


had left my first love. I had not so clear an evid. ‘nee of my acceptance as at first, 


and [ refused to go forward in the discharge of this: duty. The truth. was, I had 


“teceived Christ as my justifier, but not as my sanetifier. It had never occurred. to 
me that I might be saved from all sin ; and inde edehad sueh a thought crossed my 


- mind, | should have considered it presumption in the extretue, so great was ny ig- 


norance on this subject. hough fre Que ntly urge to confess Christ before men, 


lived in neglect of this duty for two years, when l united with the Congregational 


Church iin R——— , and for several months enjoyed mach of the divine presence. 


But at length my al began to decline, and [ became a backslider in heart. 
‘Three years from this period, while laid upon a bed of sickness, I had ample time 


to review my past life; and the review eave me little satisfaction, W ith bitter re- 


pentance did I look upon my 
earnestly did t seek pardon for my peat unfaithfulness 1 in the cause of Christ, God, 


; 
| * 
\ 


thought it proper that some time should a 


heart-wanderings and backslidings from God, and 
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of his infinite mercy, was pleased to speak peace to my troubled soul. Death now 
seemed near, and I rejoiced greatly in the prospect of a speedy deliverance from 
the corruptions of my sinful nature, and an entrance to the regions of perfect pu- 
rity and holiness. With St. Paul 1 could say, “to die Is gain;’” but Ll could not 


therefure l earnestly desired to be taken out of the world; not knowing that I 
could be “ kept from the evil that was in the world.””. But my time had not yet 
‘come. When I tound myself recovering, and felt that I must soon leave my sick 


surrounded me. Sin appeared exceeding sinful, and I earnestly prayed for full 


_ was a strange inconsistency between my belief and prayers : for while I asked to be. 
saved from all sin, I denied that such a state was attainable in this life. ‘This in- 


this point, except from the Bible, which | unhappily overlooked, I substituted an- 
gelic perfection in its stead, which I at once concluded could not exist on earth, 
From this period, I was enabled, by the grace of God, to live more devoted to his 


been. This1 often felt deeply ; and while groaning under the bondage of sin, | 
looked forward with joyful anticipation, to the time when the silver cord should be 
~~ loosed, and my freed spirit should become an inhabitant of the realms of pertect 


conflicts with inbred sin, I expressed my belief that I should never, 


- inquired if She believed'in this doctrine. She replied that she could, not/say that 


vine instruction, the following passages were deeply impressed upon my. mind: 

“ Sanctify them through thy truth. Thy word is truth.” John xvii.17. “And 
the very God of peace sanctify you wholly: and I pray God your whole spirit, soul 

and. body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 

Thes. v.23. The — iuiry arose, would Christ ask any thing not according to the. 
: - will of the Father? It was suggested that the petition might be answered at or 
death. But St. Paul's prayer, preserve you blameless,” seemed to convey 
¥ _ the idea that some time was to intervene between sanctification and death. ‘ hie 
i I continued seeking for light, on this subject, when one. night, after a severe 
struggle with unbelief, I coyenanted with the Lord, that if He would’ keep me from 


a | 4 © jJoyed on earth. , All was now calin. Larose in the morning, in the same peaceful 
= frame of mind, and at the close of the day, 1 could not but acknowledge that I had 

hae enjoyed something to which I had ever before been a stranger. An incident occur- 
i red which, at any other time, would have excited feelings of anger ; but it did not 
{ In the least disturb the deep quiet which reigned within... The time had arrived for 
me to fulfil my covenant promise. | : 

another sign, which was, the contin 


uation of this full salyation for one week. | 


say, with that holy Apostle, ‘to live is Christ.” I felt to live was to sin, and — 


room, and mingle with the world, 1 trembled, in view of the thousand dangers that ; 
-galvation; for [ could ask for nothing less than this. I now discovered that there 


consistency, for a time, gave me considerable uneasiness ;. but being ignorant of. . 
the nature of Christian Perfection, and having no means of gaining instruction on 9 —f 


service; yet I was far, very far from what God required, and what I ought to have 


In the autumn of 1837, while conversing with a Christian friend respecting my 
in this life, 
+ gaina full triumph over all my spiritual foes. In reply, she alluded to the doctrine » 
of Christian Perfection. A ray of hope now broke in upon’ my soul, and I eagerly _ 


she fully believed it, nor could she deny its truth. That night, while seeking di- Z 


a" Loe all sin through the next day, 1 would then believe that such a state.might be en-— 


But alas! unbelief triumphed; and I desired _ 
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church. One Sabbath in November, 1x: 0), while pursuing this subject, I felt.a de- 


| Methodist preacher ealled a -few days after, of whom [ asked an explanation of | 


thought this manifestation of saving grace would put the doctrine beyond any far- 
ther doubt. But I had had sufficient evidence. I had persisted in unbelief, and 
my request was not granted. My sins now rose before me in dread array. It seem- 
ed as if there was not virtue enough in the —— blood of the covenant, to 


cleanse a soul so deeply stained with sin as mine. - When called upon to engage in 


any of the active duties of religion, the alinost overwhelming sense of my tinted. 
ness would rest upon me with awie weight. I dared not approach the throne of 
grace with that holy boldness, and hold that near communion with God which I 
was wont to do; for it seemed as if God would spurn me {rom his presence. | 


« He made me feel 
The hidden evils of my heart ; 
And let the angry powers of hell 
my soul } in 


the of left to total Sbostacy’ Atte r under this dreadfel appre- 


_hension for several wee eks, T read John xvii. 12. * Those that thou gavest me, I 


have kept; and nohe of them is lost but the | son of, perdition; that the Sctipture 
might be fulfilled ; ’ when I was enabled to repel the temptation. As 1 had been 


: seeking for higher attainments in holiness, [| wondered much that God should with- 


draw the light of hiscountenance, and leave ine in such darkness. and distress. In 
answer to this query, S Satan suggested that I had been unthankful for past bless- 
tays, and had asked for more than God had ever designed to bestow upon his chil- 
aven i in this life. I accordinyly strove to retrace my steps, and regain my former 


enjoyment. But here I was met with the suggestion, that it was vain for me to ery 
for merey. For two weeks; I was ina state ordering oh despair ; ; when, convers- 
ing with the Rev. Mr. ——; I-was convinced that this fear to approach the throne.» 


of grace was a device of the devil, and was encouraged to press my suit to the — 


“mercy ‘seat. In pursuing ‘his advice, [ obtained considerable relief. My mind, 
P however, still remained dark respecting a full salvation. For two years, | contin- 


ued alternately hoping ‘and fearing, being unwilling, to express my feelings to my 
Christian friends, knowing that the doctrine was not. wenerally received by our 


sire to converse with some one who believed in this doctrine, Unexpectedly, a 


Eccl. vii. 20. “ For there is not a just-man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth, 


not.’ ‘This and other passages, he explained as referring tothe natural man, One 


great obstacle was then removed. The next difficulty that presented itself was, 
‘that the doctrine savored of self: righteousness. In perusing the journal of a Meth- 


odist sister who enjoyed. this’ blessing, I found that humility was a plant that could 
flourish in the heart oft a sanctified Christian. «The ‘Guide ” being placed 1 in my 
hands, served to throw additional light on the’ subject, and I was soon enabled to 
beliewe on hrist ag “ able to save to the uttermost all those who come to God by 


him” I no sooner believed than my purpose was formed to obtain this great salva- 


tion; for I believed it was not only a full, but afr ee salvation. 


Soine time after this, while groaning unde the ‘burden of sin, and crying to God ~~ 
full salvation, believing “that this’ was his will, even my my 
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heart was melted, in view of the great goodness of God tofvard such hell. deserving 
creatures. I lost sight of my own sinfulness, in contemplating the infinite love of 
God in Christ Jesus. I had not long remained in this frame of mind, when it oc- 
curred to me that this was that for which | had so long sought ; but like Naaman, 
I had looked for some great-thing, and thought this could not be the much wished 
for blessing. But again the conviction forced itselt upon me, that my sins were 
indeed forgiven, and I cleansed from all unriyhteousness. When I yielded to this 
conviction, f was filled with great joy. I seemed to be in a new state of existence ; 
the change being as-great as at the time of my conversion. I could only wonder, 
admire, and adore. Being in feeble health, I soon feared that this great joy was wast- 
ing away my strength. I strove to restrain my feelings; but it was like impeding 
the progress of a stream, whose waters rise and swell, till, leaping every barrier, 


~~ too much to believe, that one so. vile could be saved trom all sin ; andl wes on the. 
point of resolving to live as near to God as possible, but_say nothing of perfect 
love. In this trying hour, this promise was verified : “ But God is faithful, who 


ation, also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.” 1 Cor *, 13; 
I came off conqueror, and more than conqueror; in that my evidence was brighter 
than before. Since that time, my peace has been as ariver, each trial only serving 
to strengthen my faith. On that grace which lias hitherto sustained me, | rely for 
‘the future. It is wondrous grace, that has. opened my blind eyes. W hile contem- 
plating what God has wrought, I am wrapt in astonishment, thata Being infinitely 
glorious i in all his attributes , Should stoop sO low, to. redeem one So utterly unwor-. 


rt 


life ; and they are they which testify’’ of Christ, as one “ who gave himself for us, 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto hiraself a peculiar people, 
| zealous of good works.” Had I searched the Scriptures, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, | could not so long have remained in ignorance on this most prominent 
- doctrine of the cross. Seek to obtain the righteousness which is by faith. ‘ Draw. 
| near with a true heart, in full assurance of faith.” Claim those “« exceeding great 


and precious promises ; ] and “all are yours, and ye are Christ's, and Christ 1s 
God's. | 


Chelsea, Vt. 1840. 


if 


A at SISTER, 


Bac he Guide to Pecfection. 


Baa sit down to say, ithe encouragement worth 
undertaking, that the “ Guide’? has been 


| ounject of holiness, It awakens an interest in the doctrine, by relating the expe~ 


\ 


they proceed: on their course with increased rapidiag After remeining in this 
frame of mind for two weeks, feeling but litle of the tempter’s power, I was | 
strongly tempted to attribute my exercises to mere animal excitement. Tt seemed e 


will not suffer you to be tempted above that you are able ; but will, with the tempt- 


thy. With David, I am ready to exclaim— What is man,that thou art Jnindful of 
him ; and the son of man, that thou visitest him?” Ps. viii. 9. afer 


“Permit me to add, ‘“‘ Search the Scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have eternal | 


xy greatly serviceable to the cause of relia’. 
gion in the city of Bangor. ft fix the attention of Christians upon: the. 
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nence of those who enjoy it. The fact that ministers and members of other de- 
nominations are imbibing the spirit of Christian holiness, is peculiarly encouraging 
to the friends of pure religion. And notwithstanding their peculiar education, and 
the influences under: which they have been reared,—when their hearts beboene 


moulded to the form, and filled with the spirit of this doctrine of pertect love, all dif-,, 
ferences vanish, and both we and they speak and think the same delightful lesson, eae 


The Guide will do with other denominations. I have been convinced 
of this assertion, by my obse ‘rvation of its iniluence in this city. Ministers and 
people are much in favor of a proper exhibition of this doctrine. | 


Go on, my dear father, in the naine of the Lord. Diffuse the spirit of the veal 


far and wide. My whole soul boats in unison with your design, 1 would do allin 
: my power to second J our labors. [ can only say, in the words of an immortal poet, 


May you lute return to heaven. 


shali Lo scatter as many as possible e ot your publication in this. 


4 


5 and | in the mean time 


| For the Gu Perjecti On. 


Tri is Now about nine years, since received the grace of 
God. had a suflicient evidence that my sins were > forgiven; and 
a contented myself, as the great mass of professors do; 


general intention to serve Lail/ and a comfortable hope of Heaven: 
“Aliout a ycar alter received jusulying grace, hada long confine- 


ment by sickness, in which L had much opportunity for sell-examina- 
ton and prayer. I then revolved. in my mind the reat subject of 
full salvation; and inguired of myself, whether it, would not be well 


for me to be hole-vearted Chiistian. 
One morning, Whine, arran, my chanjhers, I sung, as by accident, 
gr 


the follo: W ing words: 


what shall do, my Saviour praise 
So fiithtul so true, so plenteous dn Brace 

strong to deliver, So good tovredeem 

ae The we akest believer thatyhangs upon him.’ 
ln a moment, my and Saviour appeared to be 
‘A voice Was spoken to my heart. How have you lived ? 


with me. 


Where is your love to me 
dangers, toils, and deathis ; ‘but here | your vratitude Where ts 


Kins devotion? 


felt the kindlings repentance. them. 


“opportunities for prayer and mic ‘ditation. searched the word of 


Most utieetionate ‘ly yours, BF. 


have brousat you through hidden’ 
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God ; especially the instructions of our blessed Saviour to his disci- 
ples, in the last chapters of John. 1 prayed to God to enable me to 
give up all. The choice was then distinctly laid before me—to bear 
but few crosses, do but little good, enjoy but little of the prescnce of 
God, and run the risk of wholly backsliding from him,—or to be led 
fully by His Spirit, contribute to the great work of salvation, enjoy 
heaven and glory in my soul, and a blessed assurance of everlasting - 
rest at his right hand. Through infinite mercy, I chose the fatter. J}. 
now endeavored to bring every object of affection, however dear— _ 
my husband, my child, my earthly prospects—and lay them upon the 
altar. Last of all, beloved self was to be given up. This I found 
to be by far the greatest work. ‘To break with the world—with for- 
mal professors—with dear friends—to have them consider me un- 
grateful—unreasonable—w ithout natural affection—not fit for society 
poor, gloomy fanatic. ‘These, and many other painful sacrifices, 
(for was assured if would Jive godly in Christ Jesus, I must suffer per- 
secution,) were indeed a crucifixion. But] concluded rather to incur 
the displeasure of my friends, and show them, by my life, that there 
was a divine reality im religion,—than to keep peace with them by — 
conforming to their spirit, and have them stumble over me into ever-— 


made the full surrender,-a divine peace and security over-— 
spread my soul. ‘The noise of the world, of self, and of sin, were 

- gone ; and a divine conversation seemed to be carried.on in my heart, 

Which no external circumstances could interrupt. 


making this communication, think my-sole desire has been 
~ glorify my Heavenly Father, in speaking as a living witness of bis 9 
great salvation. If I.can in the least contribute to this, T shall be. 

happy. to“write. ast have opportunity, 74 


} 


MR. FITCH'S THIRD, LETTER. 
The Rev. Mr. Fitch has addressed another communication to the Presbytery of 
. Newark, frenr which we make the following extracts. 
| eee them, are worthy the consideration of ail Christians 


The arguments ¢imbodied 


| Paul, In his defence before Agrippa, declares, that the Lord who | 
| him as he Was journeying toward Damascus, sent him to the 
| Gentiles ‘commissioned as follows To open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
ss God; that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance a- 
them which are sanctified by faith which isin. mew? The ‘A pos- 
le, therefore, regarded himself as commissioned» to preach 
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trine of sanctification by faith in Christ. In perfect consistency with 
this doctrine which he was commissioned to preach, he prayed for the 
Thessalonians, that “the very’ God of peace would sanctify them 
wholly, and preserve their whole spirit and soul and body blameless, 
to the coming of Christ,” and declared, “ faithful is he Ural calleth | 
you who also will do it.” ‘ 
Like the Apostle Paul, I have felt called on to preach the blessed 
doctrine of sanctification by faith in Christ; and have declared that he 
is faithful to sanctify wholly all who exercise faith in Christ for that: 
blessing; a blessing which every Christian so greatly needs. 
~_ For so doing, however, I have been thought by my Presbyt very to 
be unsound in the faith. They would have the same reason to con- 
sider me unsound, for preaching forgiveness of sins by faith in Christ, 
as for preaching that men may be w “holly sanetified by faith in Christ. 
~ But it is declared, that no man can: know that he is w holly sanctified, 
| and therefore that none ought to say it. They might as well say that 


no man can know that he is forgiven, and therefore ought not to's say 
it. 


Forgiveness dud sanctification rest on the same cround, viz € hrist’s 
atonement,—they are received im the same way, 1. faith in 
Christ; and the evidence of them is the same, viz. “tue love of God: 
shed abroud in the heart by the Holy Ghost.” The evidence of s sanc- 
tification, however, is far more clear and satisfactory to the Chr’ stan 
who. enjoys it, than® the evidence: of forziveness, because the: s: anetfied 
is conscious of enjoying far oroater ‘manifestations of the Redeem- | 
~~ er’s love, in connection with bis faith, than he who has been only fore. 
given. He who is sanctified is conse jous of loving his Redeeme with 
undivided heart, and of hat’ ing every thing that IS Oppose him. 
Ihave been told, that no man could love God with a partec love, un- 
“Jess he loves as much more than himself, as God oteater than’. 
himself. Of course, then, “as. God is infinitely ercater nuself, 
love, to be perfect, must be infinite. But this is love which neither. 
man nor angel will ever be able to exercise, because men a | 
must for ever remain finite bei ings. “Chere can be nothing 
connection. with.created. bemes, excent infinite of eciming CX- 
-istence, and the endless, m this nse Conse NCES sand. 
deserts of their actions. Pe love stich Jove'as ote’ pow= 
we \ ers are capable of excreising. ‘Tins 1s just what -the of Gd re-. 
quires, W hen it says theo | love eh Lord thy God als thy 
 heart,. and with all thy soul, and with all thy streneta: 7’, end this’ 
- moreover, is just what God has prov nised to enable us to dy v hen He 
says the Lord thy God. will cireuineise thy heart, to the 
thy God with all thy: heart, and. al, thy soul,’ pros; 
mise of God, ‘Tike ever yother, As yet amen in irist. to the.’ 


glory of God by us,” 1. sure of fullilnent, like the promis eof for- 2 
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272 Guide to Christian Perfection. 
giveness, to all who trust in Christ for it—and hence, forgiveness and 
~ full sanctification are thus coupled together, and placed on the same 
foundation by the Apostle John :—* If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” Is it asked, when a man’s sins are forgiven? ‘The 
reply is easy, viz.—when he exercises faith in Christ to that end. Ts 
it asked, when a man is “cleansed. fram all unrighteousness ? or 
“other words, wholly sanctified ?—the answer is equally plain, viz.— 
when he exercises faith in Christ to that end. 


I am fully aware that the Presbytery feel that they can give no 
countenance to views of tiuth which I believe to be vitally important 

to the growth of piety in the Chureh of Christ, and without which I 
have no expectation that the world ever will or can be converted to 
the religion of the cross. You have declared these views of trath to 
~ be great and dangerous error, and admonished me to desist from preach- 
ing them. ‘This I could no more do, than 1 could wilfully become a 


traitor to him who bas bought me with his blood. | pe 
What is the secret of Holy Living, and how shall the church of a. 
crucificd Saviour become in the hichest-degree conformed to is moral » 
image, so as to shed the clearest and broadest light before a bentghted 
and perishing world, are questions of more importance, in my ‘View, 
than any other which now demand the attention of those Who profess 
No Christian, surely, will deny that the church needs’ purity of © 
 _Lsuppose that no Christian will deny, that for this purity of heart 
we are to look to the Lord Jesus Christ; since “Wwe know that he | 
was manifested to take away our sins,” and “ whosoever abideth in < 
It isa settled point, in my apprehension, that the Christian will no 
more save himself from sin than from hell. 
L suppose no Christian will deny, that it is our privilege look to 
Christ to save us from sin, since his name was “called J esus, because 
he should save his people from their sins.’ 


/ 
/ 
j 


_ <The question then arises, from how many of our:sins may we ask ©.) 
~ Chnist to save tis? IL believe it to be the. practice of all Christians to 


pray that they may be redeemed from all inmquity, and [ su ppose all 


Wil] see thatit would be greatly inconsistent to ask for less. It would: 
4 doubtless strike-us with great surprise, to hear a Christian beseeching — 
‘ his Saviour to save him from some sins, and leave him to the commis- 


a ‘ston of others. If, then, it is right and consistent for us to ask our 
' Saviour to redeem us from all iniquity, is it not right forsus to expect. 
that he will answer our prayers ¢ «In my view it is mockery, to ask 
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of God in prayer, that which we may not expect him to grant. I 
can make nothing less of it than rebellion against God, to ask him to 
do for me what I have reason to believe is contrary to his wise and 
— good designs, and which he therefore ought not to do. If, therefore, 


it is right for me to pray that I may be saved from all sin, it is right 
to pray in faith, and to expect my Saviour to do for me the very | 


— thing Lask. ‘To my mind it is perfectly plain, that Christians ought 


either to cease praying to be saved from all sin, or else expect that 
their prayers will be answered. If, as some say, it is for the good of 
the Christian to commit some sin while he lives, then let him pray to 


be left to the commission of. just: as much sin as will be for his goody — 


or if, as some say, it is for the glory of God that the Christian sin 


while he lives, then let him pray to be left to the commission of just” 


_ as much sin as will be for the glory of God; and let him cease to 
pray for that whjch he does not believe would be for his own good, 


or his Maker’s glory. - But perhaps for the sake of consistency, such 


a Christian might say, that he neither asked nor expected Christ to 
save him from sin till at or near the close of life. Then let him al-, 
ways remember, when he prays to be kept from sin, that he ought — 


not to expect or ask it till death, and let his public and social prayers 
always express what he means; that others may understand him. I 


_ believe that I am fully authorized by the Bible to ask and expect that 


Christ will save me from all sin. 


_ When the Apostle Paul, in his Ist Epistle to the Thessalonians, — 
records the prayer: ‘* The very God of Peace sanctify you wholly, 


_ and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 


_ blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ ;” he adds, 


- faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. In the chapter 
containing this text, Paul had been speaking of the time when Christ 


- shall come to judge the world. He therefore declared that God was— 


faithful to sanctify the ‘Thessalonians wholly, and to preserve their 


_ whole spirit, and soul and body blameless until Christ should come. 
~ Will it be said that Paul did not intend to convey the meaning, that 
God was faithful to do this until their death 2? And shall we regard 
the Apostle as praying that the bodies of the ‘Thessalonians might be 


__. preserved blameless after they were dead, and gravely asserting that 
~~ he who called them was “faithful to do it. 
ity! The Apostle, therefore, was most manifestly praying, that the — 


How gross the absurd- 


whole spirit and soul and body of the Thessalonians might be pre-_ 


_ served blameless while they lived ; and it was that which he declared 
God faithful to do. 


- This is what I ask God my Saviour todo for me, and this I believe 


him faithful to do; and say.to other Christians that they are author-— 


ized to pray for the same thing, and to “judge him faithful that hath 
promised.” = 
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It is a common, and if I mistake not, a universal thing in Presby- 
terian and Congregational churches, for the members to be required, 
when they unite with the church, solemnly to covenant in something 
like the following terms: “ ‘To this one God, Father, Son and Holy 


Ghost, you do heartily give up yourselves in an everlasting covenant — 


to love and obey him. You promise, that by the aid of the Divine 
Spirit, you will adorn your profession by a holy and blameless life. 
You promise, that ‘denying ungodliness and every worldly lust, you 
will live soherly, righteously and godly,’ ‘holily, and unblameably, 


and unreproveably.’ That you will walk in all the commandments — 


‘and ordinances of the Lord blameless.”’ 


/ 


It will not be denied, that persons who connect themselves with - 
the churches of which I have spoken, do pledge themselves in solemn 


covenant, to live free from sin. And yetif these persons should say,. _ 
that they believed that by coming boldly to the throne of grace, for _ 
— grace to help in every time of need, they were enabled to fulfil their — 


covenant “to live holy and blameless lives,’ to ‘deny ungodliness 
and every worldly lust, and -to live soberly, righteously and godly,” 


and to “ walk in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord — 
blameless,” that by the help of the Holy Spirit, received through © 


~ faith in Christ, they did fulfil all that they had covenanted to do, you 
_ would hold them up as advocates of great and dangerous error, and 
warn your churches to avoid them. 


“To’me it appears a most glaring inconsistency, that, Christians. 


‘should ‘be required to pledge themselves, as many do, before God, 


angels and men, to do that which they are told it is great and dan-_ 


gerous error for them to expect to do; to take upon themselves solemn : 


_ obligations, and then be branded as errorists and dangerous men, just 
~ for believing and saying, that by the grace of God they do fulfil the 
covenant which they have solemnly made. It seems to me, that 
candidates for church membership should no longer be called upon to 
_ pledge themselves to that which they cannot expect to do, without 
@Xpecting to become unsound and dangerous men. 


IT know that you cannot fail to seé ‘the inconsistency of expecting 


persons publicly professing godliness, to pledze themselves to any. 


thing less than “by the grace of God to lead holy and blameless 


Ah ac for believing that, by the grace,of God, they may and do 
fulfil that which they cannot consistently refuse to covenant that they 
Another great inconsistency into which you are betrayed by the 
views which you entertain, is that of exhorting and urging your peo~ 


ple to that which you have no expectation that they will do, and | 


which ‘they cannot think they perform, without becoming in your eyes 
deluded and vs 0 


lives,’ Is It nol, then,. a monstrous absurdity, ta call the m unsound in 


dangerous men, Since publishing my views of sanctifi- 


4 
: 

4 

x. 

8 
\ 

4 
by. 

¢ +45: 

¢ 

i] 

| 
> 
4 
{ 
t 


\ 


= 


\ 


Mr. Fitch's Third Letter, 


cation, I was ata meeting of the ministers and elders of your Pres- 
_bytery, where I heard several exhortations and several prayers. At 
. the close of the meeting, a minister of your body said to me, “ After 
all, we are obliged to exhort and pray just according to your views.” | 
Such is the fact. You exhort your people entirely to renounce the 
world, and to love God with all their hearts, and to walk before him - 
and be perfect ; and then you pray that the Holy Spirit may be given — 
them to that end ; but if one of your people should tell you that he 
_ really believed, that by the grace of God he did live as.you exhorted. 
him to live, and prayed God to enable him to live, you would at once 
call him a deluded man, and set him down perhaps as a reckless fa- 
natic. The truth is, your people are so trained as to know, that you’ 
do not expect them to do, what you earnestly, and often forcibly and — 
plogiently exhort them to do; and that when you earnestly and de-. 
voutly’ pray that they may have grace to enable them to do these — 
things, you have no expectation that your prayers will be heard: and 
moreover, such is the state of things in your churches, that if they 
should really suppose that you fully expected them to live as you ex- 
hort them to do, and as you pray that they may, they would think at 
once that you had run into the wildness of fanaticism, and that it 
would be no longer safe for them to listen to your instructions. With 
my present views, I can no longer rest in such a state of things. I 
—- speak only the things ¥ mean; to exhort my hearers to that 
only which. they may reasonably be expected | to do, and to pray in | 
“their behalf for that only which I may consistently expect God to _ 


bestow | upon them. How can 1 otherwise give heed to the 
‘tion of Christ : Bewait of the leaven of the Scribes and Pharisees, 


which is hypocrisy. When [ exhort men to love and serve God with 


perfect hearts, and to lead holy and blameless lives, I would have 


_ them understand, that all’ this, by the grace God, they may and — 


ought to, do. 
Another evil of your views is, that they keep you and your . 
churches, no small part of the time at least, in a state of spiritual — 
darkness, and great destitution of joy in God. That both your — 


‘ministers and churches, are, much of the time, in such a state; you. 
not, I think, deny. But Christ says, “Iam the light of the 


world. He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 


have the light of life.”” Again—‘ I am the bread of life. He that 


~ cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me shall 


never thirst.” [am fully persuaded, from the experience of nearly 
my whole life, that the great secret of “living the, life we now live 
_ here in the flesh by the faith of the. Son of God,” is neither taught 
nor understood 1 in’ great” nt your churches, Hence the 
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sudden relapse into a state of lukewarmness after seasons of revival. 
Your churches need to be taught to eat the “living bread which came 
down from heaven,” and to ask of Christ that he may give them 
“ living water to drink, which shall be in them a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life.’ ‘This they will never learn, until they. 
learn that Christ was manifested to take away their sins, and that it is 
their privilege so to abide in him that they sin not ; and that he is faith- 
ful to sanctify them wholly, and to preserve their spirit and soul and 
body blameless unto his coming. I can testify to you, from my own 
experience, that there is such a thing for the Christian, as having his 
-“ peace as a river, and his righteousness as the waves of the sea.” 
Such a thing as being abundantly satisfied with the fatness of God’s 
house, and being made “ to drink of the river of hig pleasures.” Such 
a thing as having “the peace of God that passeth all understanding, to 
keep his heart and mind through Christ Jesus, and to rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.” All this will be enjoyed by | 
those who believe all the promises of God to be yea and amen in 
Christ, unto the glory of God by us, and who faithfully study these 
promises, and fully rely on Christ for their fulfilment. But I need 
not enlarge. My views of relying on the Lord Jesus Christ for sanc- 
tification are sufficiently before you. In consequence of them, I 
must submit to be regarded, by those whose good opinion|I should 
greatly value, if 1 could have it without displeasmg God, as\an un- 
sound and dangerous man. But I am a servant of desus-Chnist, and» 
I bless his name, that through his grace it has become” my choice to.” 
_ please him, though in doing it L should. be -obliged -to displease the” =. 
_..... Whole world; and 1 know that the time will come, when you and | 
the whole world will see, that 1 have not mistaken my duty to. 
my Saviour, by laboring among men, “to open their eyes, and 
_ to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan — 
_ unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance. 
among them which are sanctified, by faith that ts in Christ.” > 
~ Yours in Christ Jesus, | 
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Newark, April 16, 1840. 
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Since the foregoing wa in the hands of the printer, my feelings 
_ ‘have been not a little interested, in reflecting upon the efforts which — 
are made by those who oppose the doctrine of entire sanctification by 
faith in Christ, to exalt the law of God. I have noticed some recent — 
remarks on that subject, from the editor of the New York Evange- —« 
list. Now I would say to that dear brother, and to every other | 
Christian engaged in the same work, the Lord speed you, in every © 


ss you make, to magnify the law, and make it honorable. Itis ~<_ 
aver that heaven and earth should pass away, than that one tittle of _ 
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Mr. Pitch’s Third Letter. OTT 


the law should fail. Make the law of God just as great, and just as 
good, and just as glorious as you can. A sanctification which is 
gained by taking anything from the purity and excellency of God’s’ 
_ blessed law, is by no means that purity of heart which the Christian 
needs, either for his own good, or for the glory of his Redeemer. _ 

But [ would also say, when you have made the glorious law of 
God every thing that it can be, or ought to be made, just admit that the 
provisions of God’s grace are coextensive with the requisitions of the 
law. Does the law say, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind?” ‘The — 
promise says, “I the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and 

the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God, with all thine heart 
and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live 5” and this-promise, like 
every other promise ‘of God, “is yea and amen in Christ, to the glory 
of Ged by us.” The apostle Paul also teaches us, that what the law, 
~ of God could not do for us, through the weakness of our flesh, God 
has done by “sending his own Son, i in the likeness of sinful flesh; 
that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who w alk 
not after the flesh, but after the spirit.” 

“The new. and better covenant, also, of which Christ j 1S the Media. y BY 
tor and Surety, s says : <<T will put my law in their inward parts, and “fa 
write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they shall be my | 
Hence Christ said, Is MY or THE New Tes- 
‘TAMENT,’ and that blood cleanseth us from ail 

Let the law of God be magnified in all its excellency and glory; te 
but let not the riches of God’s erace be dishonored, by an attempt 
_ show that they are not equally great and glorious and extensive, with | 
the full requisitions of the 

would here ask, How is God elorified, by” an ‘fo’ Show" 
that his law is so élorious, that the “exceeding riches of his grace are 
‘not sufficient to bring us into obedience to “it? Orin other words, 
~ how is God clorified, by an attempt to show that He is so good, that: <2. q 
His grace in ‘Christ dete: will not enable us to love him with all our ok { 


hearts? I can, with all my heart, rejoice in having the law of God . ae 
magnified, if while hungering thirsting ‘after. conformity. to the 
-Tighteousness of that, law, permitted to hear my Saviour 
“say, “ Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, for they shall be filled.” But when [ am told -that the law of 
Gad is so that his grace will not bring me into conformity 
thereto,—it.is like saying to my hungry, famishing soul, here is. ex- 
cellent food. the very food you need 5 “but it is SO rexcellent, that you 


may not expect to be permitted to eat it. 
would again ask, what clory is given to God, or what good is 


«done to man, by saying that God has made: a law SO glorious, that it Py 
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Say that God has made a law incomparably excellent, magnify it 
‘by all the powers of language, and then say that the exceeding riches — 
of God’s grace in Christ Jesus are fully commensurate with all that 
the law requires, and you then present to the rumed soul of man, a 
salvation just adapted to all the exigencies of bis fallen state. It isin | 
applying such a salvation to our souls, that our blessed Saviour ‘ js | 
able to do for us exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, _ 
according to the power that worketh in us.” In doing this, “ He is 
faithful to sanctify us wholly, and to preserve our whole spirit and 
soul and body blameless to His coming.” It may be said that all 
this shall be done for men, but never in this life. But how can He 
who hath called be “ faithful to sanctify us wholly, and to preserve 
our whole spirit and soul and body blameless to the coming of 
~— Christ,” but by: bringing us, in this life, into full conformity to his. _, 
_ Jaw—or in other words, by fulfilling His own promise in this life. 
- ©The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart and the heart of thy 
_seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart and with all thy 
soul, that thou mayest live.” He whose heart is thus circumcised, is 
_ truly alive to God. He has found Christ the resurrection and the _ 
_ hfe to his soul, by relying on Christ by faith ‘to have his heart cir-— 
- cumcised to love the Lord his God with all his heart and with all his 
Great, then, and glorious, and exceeding broad, is the law of God; 
itris truly the end of all perfection, as the Bible declares; but thanks 
be to the name of God, that equally great, and glorious, and exten- 
_/Sive, are “the exceeding riches of his grace in’ Christ Jesus.” 
Herein is full salvation for ruined man. 


a 


“Q! for such love, let rocks and hills 
Their lasting silence break: 

- And, all harmonious, human tongues 
The Saviour's praises speak.” 


1 know that this view of things makes the salvation of Christ great _ 
and glorious. Such the Bible every where represents it to be; and 
that all of which 1 have here spoken, is none too much to expect, | — 
Jearn from the declaration of the Apostle in 2d Cor. ix. 8. ‘ And. 
God is able to make all grace abound toward you: that ye always | 
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work,” 
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Address to “Old Professors.” 79, 


We copy from the Oberlin Evangelist the following Address to « Old Professors,"’. | | 
‘because the subject i 1S very important to all Christians ; and because the carrying ieee 
out of the principles here recommended, should be the practical result of Holiness. | 


[f all who now profess the religion of Jesus, should love God with all the heart, 


and their neighbor as themselyes—what would be their example and their labors; 
what the number and character of their converts—are questions which should be 
| written in the heart of every Christian, in characters of living fire. 


TO THE PROFESSORS OF RELIGION WHO WERE MEMBERS OF THE 


_ CHURCH PREVIOUS TO THE LATE GREAT REVIVALS. 


Betovep BretHreEN AND SISTERS: 
In the last volume of the Evangelist, I addressed bck lout: to 


the converts of the recent great Among other things, 
. pointed. out to them some of the reasons why they had not grown more | 


ingrace. I then designed long before this time to have addressed you 
upon the subject of your influence over those converts, but have 


been prevented hitherto by the pressure of multiplied duties. — 
_. And now, beloved brethren, permit me, in the bowels of Jesus — 
Christ, to approach your consciences and your hearts upon this sub- © 
ject. ‘In some places it has been somewhat common, for the old pro-_ 
fessors to complain of the spiritual state of many who were hopefully 


converted in those revivals. And I have no doubt there has been 


much reason for complaint. But, beloyed, Jet me inquire how much 


of the guilt of their present state lies at your owndoor? What,asa 
‘matter ‘of, fact, has been your real influence over them?, It must 


have been great, at all events, either to make them better or worse ; 


to encourage and press them forward, or to depress, discourage, and 
hinder them in their Christian course. 


hen they were converted in the midst of you, they were like 


-new-born infants, thrown into your arms as nursing fathers and_nurs- 
ing mothers, to watch over, nurture, and guide in the paths of life. 


Now have you not these responsibilities, and what account can you 


give of the manner in which you have treated these young children 


of God? It is probable you will not deny that you were bound to 


_ exercise as much watchfulness over them as if God had really com- — 
mitted to your care a company of children in a state of. infancy, to | 


train up in the nurture ad admonition of the Lord... Now suppose 
there had been committed to you the training up of a great number of 


children, and you had paid very little attention to them—suffering them 
to go where they listed, by day and by night—to choose their own. 
employments, books, associates, and amusements, and to spend their | 
whole time according to their own inclinations, with very little coun-— 

~~ sel or reproof administered by you. suppose they had, as would 
almost certainly be the case, fallen into temptation, and. the snare of . 
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the devil, and become any thing but what was desirable. Now sup- 
pose that you had been under oath and solemn covenant engagements, 
entered into in the house of God, over the broken emblems of the 


dying body and shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, to w atch over at — 


them with all fidelity and tenderness, to seek their purity, peace, and 


edification. And notwithstanding, you had conducted towards them 


as in the case I have supposed above. Now who can describe, or 
even conceive, the guilt of such persons, under such circumstances ? 
And if these children should become vagabonds, and outlaws, and 
pirates, and every thing that is injurious to themselves and to their 
country, who would not hold you, in a great measure, chargeable — 
with these results? And now suppose that, under such circumstan- 
ces, instead of blaming yourselves, you should complain of them be- 
hind their backs, and talk among yourselves of the state into which 
they have fallen ; would not such conduct in you be regarded as an 
instance of almost unparalleled depravity? 
Now, beloved brethren, I suppose that a great many of the con- 
verts of these revivals, have, notwithstanding the pernicious influence 


of some of you, stood as high in point of spirituality, as any mem- 
bers of your churches. ‘T’hey have been led by the grace of Christ, 


against all the untoward influences that many of you have exerted 
over them, to maintain a life of comparative engagedness and zeal in — 
the cause of Christ. Others of them have been discouraged, and 
stumbled, and finally have been turned. back by the tide of influence - 


poured down upon them by the example and instruction of old pro- 


fessors of religion, 


cept or example, or perhaps both, that they must expect to backslide, _ 
and become cold in religion? 
_ Have not your worldly spirit and temper, your carnal and sensual. 
lives, been the most impressive lessons that you have or could incul- 
cate upon them, to lead them to backslidine and spiritual death: | 
Nay, have you not expressly taught them that they must expect to 
backslide? A brother is with me now, who says the first‘thing told 
him after his conversion was, that he must expect to backslide, and. 
_ lose the peace of God which then filled bis soul. And this was by 
an aged man, who had been for years.a ‘Christian. For weeks, this 


ina great measure, to draw him away. from God, into.a state of back- 
~ Let me ask again, have you sought out young converts, and con- 
versed with them often upon spiritual subjects? Have you eneour- 
_ aged and strengthened them in the service of God, and warned them. 


Have you earnestly and affectionately inquired into the detail of — 


~ Was the great lesson inculcated upon him, and it finally contributed, 
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their lives, into their business operations, and after their books and 
associates 


short, have you looked narrowly into-those influences with 


which they are surrounded, and faithfully pointed out and warned 
them against whatever micht naturally lead them astray ? 
- Have you daily made them the subject of prayer ? 
Have you carefully attended all the prayer meetings yourself, and 
taken pains to ecestae who among them attended such meetings, 
and who staid away? Have you gone anxiously, but kindly and 
often to those who staid away, and inquired into the reason ? 


Have you taken the alarm, at any indication of backsliding among 


them, and done your utmost to reclaim and save them from Apjuring 
the cause of Christ ? | 
Have you been careful that all your influence and example should 


be such as would naturally have a salutary and heavenly influence 


over them? 

Have you exhibited that deadness to the ward: its riches, honors, 
amusements, friendships, and opinions, which you know they ought 
‘to exercise : > 

Have you carefully copied the exter’ of Christ, who says, “For. 
their sakes I sanctify mysell, that they also inight be sanctified through 
the truth ”? 
_. Have you avoided all parties of pleasure which you ‘think Chiat \ 
or an Apostle would have avoided. Have you abstained from all © 
those things: ways which had a natural tendency to divert them 


from walking with God?» / 


Or have you, on the wothier hand, done the very stich have? 
‘seduced them from the paths of holiness, and been the means of bring- 
ing them into the very state of which you complain : 2 I hear that some. 
of. you have attended wine and card. parties; that you have been 
- deeply engaged im party politics ; ‘and have entered deeply into the — 


is speculations of the day, and in many respects have done all that was 


calculated to stumble and destroy the infant piety of young converts. .~ 
Now, my beloved brethren, I would get down at your feet, and— 


— humbly beseech you to look at your responsibilities and guilt in these pe rae 
.. things. — When young converts read this letter, will not their minds“... > . 


revert to many of you as the instruments of their deplorable down- 
fall? They may be too much hardened at present to deplore deeply 
their state, or very sincerely or deeply to blame you. But do let me 
_ Inquire what you think will be their views of your influence, if God, 
in mercy, should ever reclaim them from their backsliding ? Will 
they not lock with as much abhorrence and indignation upon your 
influence over them as they would upon the influence of Satan | 
himself? | 
And now, my brother, my sister, have you not “Deh to do to 
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counteract the bad influence you have exerted over them? Have 
you not a mountain weight of sin to repent of, and confess to God 
and to them, in this matter? Is it not your bounden duty at once to 
take up the stumbling blocks out of the way ; to confess your dread-_ 


ful breaches of covenant; to humble yourself, and cover yourself as 


with sackcloth and ashes in the sight of God and in their sight ; deeply 
to mourn over your own sin, and over them as having been led astray by - 
you? Do you not know, do not they know, do not the world around 
you know, and does not God know, the vast amount of evil influence’ 
you have exerted over them? And do you ever expect to be for- 


given, without confessing and forsaking this iniquity? They have 


naturally regarded you as fathers and mothers in Israel. Your ex- 
ample has had the influence of that of parents over children. 
_ And now, beloved, are you acquainted with the real spiritual state | 


of these.converts in your midst? 


i 


Will you not go to them and honestly inquire what influence your 


example has had over them? Will you not beg of them to be can- 
did, and frank, and tell you the real truth in the case? Will you take 


up the subject seriously, and inquire on your knees before God, what 
has been the moral tendency of your deportment and spirit, and man-_ 
ner of life, in its bearmgs upon their piety? = Big 

And let me ask again, have not the efforts of your pastors and re- 


. ligious teachers been, in a great measure, counteracted and nullified 
_» by a spirit and temper in you that has been the direct opposite of that 


_ At present, I will say no more upon this subject, but leave these” 


__« questions and suggestions to be deeply pondered by you, and will go 
down upon my own knees, and beg of God to search out the deep | 
foundations of your heart upon these subjects. 


Will you also take th 


is letter and retire to your closet, and read it © 


upon your knees, praying and asking God to make an application of 


every sentence to your own heart ? > \ 
Will you, my brother, my sister, do this honestly, earnestly, and — 

repeatedly, until you get a knowledge of your own standing in the- 

sight of God, upon this solemn subject? May the grace of our Lord 


all esus Christ incline you to: do it, and. to His name shall be the praise. 


~ P.S. Will you, dear brethren and sisters, consider this letter as 
addressed to each of you by name; and will you hand it to as many 
of that class of persons to whom it is addressed as you conveniently 
can, and request them also to consider it as a private communication 


from me to them. Yours, Aa Be 
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To Patrons and Friends. 283 


TO THE PATRONS AND FRIENDS OF THE GUIDE TO CHRISTIAN | 


PERFECTION. 


‘Dear BRETHREN AnpD Parnas: —The Guide to Perfection has now reached the 
last number of the present volume. The work was commenced, and has been con- 
tinued thus far, with fear and trembling. This was partly the result of poor health 


on the part of the editor, and partly of the vast importance of the subject. While. 
our country is flooded with periodicals of every description of character, Perfection 
alone has few advocates, but many objectors. In these circumstances, an error, or - 
false statement, might be attended with the most serious re to the editor: 


and his readers. | 
The circulation of the Guide has been as great, all things considered, as we had 


reason to expect. Many have acted as agents for the work, and ay have our 
_ thanks. Some have written for it ; and to these, also, we e tender. our r grateful, ace, 


Individuals have prophesied a short lift to our periodical, it being ditheult to fur- 
‘nish a sufficient variety of matter on one subject, to keep up an interest in it. But 


this will depend on the number and ability of those who contribute to its pages. 


~The same objection might, some years since, have been made to a perpetual record 

of revivals. But this objection no longer exists. Nothing is hailed with so much — 

joy as accounts of revivals. And the same would be the result, in case of a revi- 


val of the work of sanctification. Let these accounts be frequent and circumstan- 
tial. Let us hear from every part of the Lord’s vineyard—what has been done, 
what is doing, and the efforts made to sanctify the whole church ot God, together 


with a proper proportion of ‘doctrinal and experimental matter, and we shall. have a 
sufficient variety of the most important matter to make our work interesting. Wey 
are waiting, with some anxiety, to, hear of meetings: held with express, ddsign to 
revive the work of sanctification. The society meetinis recognized in our book of 
Discipline, and known in many parts of our work by the modern name of Gen- ° 


eral Class Meetings, might be very profitable if conducted go as to bear on this 
point. And there would be great propriety in using these meetings. for this pur- 
pose ; as this would not increase the number of meetings in the week or the 
month.» | | 

The partial. effort. that has been in ‘this cause, successful i in a con- 
‘siderable degree. It is believed that no year of ourexistence as a church, has been 


bond Aas fruitful 1 in sanctification as the past. In New York. city, this work hasbeen,» 
| "great. “And it has pleased God to raise up. many witnesses of the truth, and the. 
power and glory of experimental entire sanctification in other places. Several of 
these are ministers of the gospel, of other than our ow n, and will, 


doubt, prove efficient auxiliaries in the work, 


But while the circulation of the Guide has fully answered our expectation, it is” 


different with the correspondence. And*this is the more to be regretted, as the life 
ot our periodical depends on a full proportion of original matter ; and that matter 
is within the reach of our friends, who can hold meetings as above” su ingested, and 
forward the results for publication. : | | : | 

THE Future Prospects or THE GuipE.—These must depend on the mutual ef- 
forts of the publishers, and the correspondents. Neither of these alone, can make 
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it live; but together, ree can give it a prolonged and useful existence. We now 
ask our brethren, Shall the Guide to Christian Perfection live to bless the Church, 
and honor Christ; or shall it languish and die, and be forgotten? Who is willing 
| for this? We should bear in mind that God ealled the Methodists with a high and s = 
——— holy calling, when they preached the doctrine of scripture holiness ; and he sealed | 
—_— it with the Kaptan of the Holy Ghost. And as he bas done, he will still’ con- 
ag tinue to do. Only let us bearin mind, that all the great things our God has done | 
for us, have increased our obligations to go on and gbound more and more in this 
good work. And should we withdraw our hand, or stand still, He will give this 
honor to another we may write japon our banners, ‘The glory has_ 
departed.” | | | 


“Por the Guide to Christian Perfection. 


| 


) PURITY OF HEART. 


Wash me from mine ‘iniquity, and cleanse me my sin, —Purge 
‘me with hyssop, and | shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than sind 


snow.—Create in me a clean heart, O God, aud renew a night spirit within» me.’ 


\ 


We pray for humbly we implore, 
_ When inquisition God for sin doth make, : | 
He would not lay transgression at our, doot,/ ne | . 
ae - But save us for the blest Redeemer’ s sake. | | 
do well; but something more than tinis 
| ae ts Becomes the children of the blessed Lord: 
To pray for purity, as well\as bliss, 
_ From guilt, as well as pain, to be restored. 
O make us clean within. Be that our ‘prayer ; \ \ ? 
O may that blood, which not in vain did flow, 
~ Wash us, and ‘ai the soul like mountain snow, 
_ And leave no spot, no stain, no darkness there. 
For Holiness, be that our fervent ory. | | 
And that no lingering shades upon our hearts may lie. eee 
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